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Theme 1  Understanding Oneself 

Is mainstream education the only direction for students?

[image: image3.png]


Source 1
	[image: image4.jpg]Personal Development and
Interpersonal Relationships




A1　Local　             　　   Daily News                   7 August 2008
Hundreds of people wait under rainstorm for Secondary Six places
It was the peak time to apply for Secondary Six (S6) school places by the HKCEE candidates while the severe tropical storm ‘Kammuri’ was hitting Hong Kong. Hundreds of candidates and parents queued outside a numbers of secondary schools in heavy rain for the whole night yesterday, in the hope of securing their S6 places. Long queues of tens to hundreds of people appeared outside at least 10 secondary schools all over Hong Kong. 

Although the Education Bureau has announced that the stage four of the Secondary Six Admission Procedure would be postponed to the next day, many candidates and parents still insisted on waiting. They feared that they or their children would lose the chance of interview and hence fail to get a S6 place if they quitted.

A candidate, who persisted in waiting outside a secondary school even under the hoisting of Typhoon Signal No.8, said he has wasted the time last year without making efforts on his studies. In order to compensate for the loss of time, he would try his best to obtain a S6 place and study hard in the future.
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(a)
According to Source 1, under the situation that the Education Bureau has announced to postpone the stage four of Secondary Six Admission Procedure to the next day, why were there still some candidates and parents insisted on waiting outside several schools for the whole night in heavy rain in order to get Secondary Six school places?


【Knowledge & Understanding】(2 marks)
(b) According to Source 1, some students did not study hard before the public examinations, but wanted to obtain a study chance after the release of the HKCEE results. Is this thought unrealistic? Explain.
【Making judgments】(4 marks)

(c) Should the students, whose public examination results are unsatisfactory, look for other ways to further their studies rather than follow the mainstream education system unwillingly? Explain with reference to Sources 1 and 2 and based your knowledge.






  【Analysis & Expressing Opinions】(8 marks)
(d) ‘It is irony that, as a rich and developed city, Hong Kong has the situation in which a lot of up-to-standard secondary school graduates cannot go to universities.’ Do you agree with this statement? Explain.

【Critical Thinking】(5 marks)

(e) Education is closely related to a city’s competitiveness. The rate of secondary school graduates to receive tertiary education is relatively low in Hong Kong. Will this hinder the competitiveness of Hong Kong? Explain. 

【Inference & Exploring Change & Continuity】(4 marks)


































































































































































秦始皇病逝於沙丘，胡亥即位為二世皇帝。
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秦始皇派兵驅逐匈奴，並修築西起臨洮、東至遼東的長城。
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To further studies in Secondary Six is the mainstream direction for most students but not the only choice. Students should think about their long-term study goals and consider whether studying in Secondary Six is suitable for themselves. Also, parents should discuss with their children about other study plans and should not impose pressure on them.



































To be used with the exploration journey on pp. 86-105 in Topic 4 Acquisition and development of life skills. 








Executive director of a student counselling organization
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