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1. Are sex peer counsellors helpful to adolescents’ development?

(a) According to Source 1, today’s secondary school students have misconceptions such as: (1) misbelieving that wearing 2 condoms is safer; (2) extra-vaginal ejaculation does not cause pregnancy. 





     (2 marks)
(b) The most common misconception on sex of present secondary school students in Hong Kong is the belief that the chance of pregnancy is slight two weeks before menstruation. According to Source 2, only 34% and 38% of Secondary Three to Seven students know respectively that ‘Chance of pregnancy is slight two weeks before menstruation’ is incorrect, which are the lowest in percentage among the 12 questions on sex knowledge.








 (3 marks)
(c) Free answers for part 1. For example, ways to obtain correct sex knowledge include consulting teachers, social workers, medical officers and other professionals, and reading the information provided by organizations such as the Family Planning Association of Hong Kong and Health Department which provide correct knowledge in this area. Free answers for part 2. For example, I would, because the sex peer counsellors are of a similar age as me, and so they should better understand my problems and feelings and we can communicate more easily. Or, I would not, because sex peer counsellors are still young after all, and their knowledge and experience are insufficient. In fact, some of them have referred their cases to social workers because they could not handle them. Therefore, I would rather seek help from teachers, social workers and other professionals.










     (4 marks)
(d) Free answers. For example, although sex knowledge can be obtained through newspapers, magazines and other media, some of the information may be wrong and creates misconceptions among adolescents. Sex peer counsellors help adolescents acquire correct knowledge or reduce their misconceptions. Seeking help from sex peer counsellors can also raise adolescents’ communication abilities and improve their interpersonal skills. However, sex peer counsellors are still young and may not offer direct help to adolescents on sex problems. In fact, some sex peer counsellors have referred their cases to social workers.      
 (6 marks)
(e) Free answers. For example, if adolescents have misconceptions on sex, they may have a higher chance of accidental pregnancy, which may lead to problems related to the mother and the baby, such as illegal abortion, or giving birth to an unhealthy baby due to a lack of antenatal checkup or care because the mother has to hide her pregnancy. In addition, misconceptions on sex also expose adolescents to a higher risk of contracting STDs and AIDS, which will require the society to allocate more resources to prevent, treat and control these diseases.           (4 marks)
(f) Free answers. For example, the society needs to allocate more resources to train adolescents to become sex peer counsellors. These resources can be distributed to social welfare organizations or schools, as the former engage in counselling services whereas the latter two are places where a great number of adolescents gather.                                                     (4 marks)

2. Whose responsibility is it to foster adolescents with good characters?

(a) Only 20% of the interviewed adolescents would confide their feelings to their parents and help with housework. Over 60% of them expressed that they did not always say thank you and greetings to their parents, teachers and classmates. 70% of them would only give their seats or help people who are in need sometimes.
 










 (3 marks)

(b) Part 1: 10% of the interviewed adolescents learn their characters from their friends. Part 2: Free answers. For example, adolescents and their friends are often of similar ages. Since they are still youth, their values may not be correct. Characters that stem from incorrect values are often problematic. For instance, if an adolescent believes that one should get what one wants by all means, then he/she may cheat in exam or test to get good grades. In brief, the characters and behaviours adolescents learnt from their friends may be indecent.      (4 marks)

(c) Free answers. For example, yes, because some parents are busy working and have limited time to spend with their children, thus unable to give their children proper moral education. Schools are the institutions for teaching adolescents. Teachers, principals and other staff are educational professionals, and so it is appropriate for schools to give adolescents moral education. Therefore, parents and schools can share the work. The parents should be responsible for adolescents’ life other than education, such as clothing, food, housing and transportation, while the schools should be responsible for adolescents’ education, including moral education. Or, no, because as the Chinese saying goes, raising children without educating them is the fault of the father. Parents not only need to support their children, but are also responsible for teaching them, and should not use the excuse that their work is busy or have no time to shirk their responsibilities. Parents are the role models for children in refining their characters. If parents do not set personal examples, they will affect the characters of their children. For example, if parents value accomplishments more than characters, and do not encourage diligence, their children may use unscrupulous means to achieve good academic results or to make more money. 










 (5 marks)

(d) Free answers. For example, adolescents themselves, because even if the parents, schools, the mass media or other people and social organizations teach them, it would be in vain if adolescents do not wish to keep good characters. As the study found that, most of the interviewed adolescents knew the importance of characters. For example, 84% of them knew that they needed to respect their parents at home. 46 and 44% of them knew respectively that they needed to discharge their responsibilities in school and society. However, only 20% of them would confide their feelings to their parents and help with household chores. More than 60% even expressed that they did not always say thank you and greetings to their parents, teachers and classmates. In addition, 70% of them expressed that they would only give their seats or help people in need sometimes and fail to keep their good characters all the time. These reflect that adolescents know what they need to behave well but fail to do so, and so it is the responsibilities of the adolescents themselves for whether having good characters. 




 (6 marks)
(e) Free answers. For example, children do not speak foul language if their parents do not; if parents pay respect to people of a higher rank and do not despise people of a lower rank, their children will learn to do things without bias. Parents can also be filial for their children to learn from.                          (3 marks)
(f) Free answers. For example, the public can complain about the contents of the mass media that are indecent or contain incorrect values, or refuse to buy and view relevant publications, TV programs, soap operas, movies etc. so that the media will restrain itself. 








     (3 marks)
3. Should poor student participate less in extra-curricular activities and tuition?

(a) Children from low-income families participating less in extra-curricular activities is mainly because of the expensive fees of activities and travelling. The low-income families will reduce their children’s extra-curricular activities and buy cheaper food, etc., when the living costs drastically increase because of inflation.















 (3 marks)

(b) Free answers. For example, cash allowance offered by the government. It is because students can be more flexible in choosing extra-curricular activities with higher financial ability. Also, this can avoid students being discriminated or mocked by others because of participating in certain specific extra-curricular activities. Or, to provide free extra-curricular activities by schools. This can reduce the administration cost and leave more resources for other areas or increase the varieties and quota of extra-curricular activities. Hence, more students can be benefited.








                 (4 marks)

(c) Free answers. For example, to participate less in extra-curricular activities and tuition. It is because extra-curricular activities and tuition are not necessities but food is. A person’s health will be adversely affected because of malnutrition or consuming problematic foods. The worst case can lead to death. Although participating in extra-curricular activities can help students acquire knowledge and skill, develop interpersonal relationship, and joining tuition class can improve academic performance, students can achieve the same goals through other ways such as reading reference books, seeking help from teachers and classmates, and forming study groups with classmates to share study experiences and to solve problems together. Or, to buy cheaper food. It is because extra-curricular activities are important for adolescents’ development and helpful for their knowledge and skill learning as well as interpersonal relationship establishment. Joining tuition class is beneficial to academic performance. Since academic achievement is important to students. They should continue joining tuition class if there is a need. Moreover, cheaper food can have a lot of nutrition as well.    

 (8 marks)

(d) Free answers. For example, under inflation, disputes may be gradually on rise among family members because of financial difficulties. Thus, there will be less harmonious for adolescents in getting along with their family members. In addition, the opportunities for ordinary students to participate in-school or out-school activities will be reduced. This would make them easily feel the inequality in opportunity when compare with their better-off counterparts and lead to a decrease in their level of happiness.
(4 marks)

(e) Free answers. For example, this will intensify the conflicts between the poor and the non-poor. It is because some voices like ‘Comprehensive Social Security Assistance may raise lazy people’, ‘the middle class has to give a lot’ have already existed in the society. The people, who cannot receive financial assistance, will be more discontented if the government further subsidizes poor people in their extra-curricular activity participation.
(4 marks)

4. Can we have both fun and health playing handheld game consoles?

(a) If a person plays handheld game consoles for long hours, his/her body may experience sickness, including headaches and back and neck pain, to different degrees. He/she may even develop double vision or lost peripheral vision, and has a higher risk of floater and retina degenerative diseases. Those with serious myopia are more susceptible to cataract, glaucoma and other eye diseases. Staring at the game screen for long hours may cause fatigue and blurred vision.           

(4 marks)
(b) When playing handheld game consoles, there should be at least a 30-cm distance between the eyes and the screen. One should also avoid playing for long hours, and rest one’s eyes every 30 minutes in which one looks at objects in the distance. One is advised not to play for more than an hour per day. In addition, one should avoid playing in a dimly lit environment or on a moving vehicle, as fatigue may be developed as it is difficult for the eyes to coordinate.  


 (4 marks)
(c) Free answers. For example, I think a high school student should spend maximum two hours on playing handheld game consoles. It is because they have to do many other things in one day, such as sleeping for about eight hours, attending class and travelling back and forth for about eight hours, doing homework and revision for three hours, eating, dressing and showering for an hour, communicating with their families and relatives and doing housework for an hour and a half, and exercising for around half an hour. That leaves them approximately two hours.                                                  

(6 marks)
(d) Free answers. For example, if too many people play handheld game consoles for long hours, it will create a negative impact on the health care system. The authorities may need to increase medical expenditure to take care of the patients who have headaches, back and neck pain and eye diseases. As a result, resources for other areas may need to be reduced. 






(4 marks)
(e) Free answers. For example, if I were a government policy maker, I would launch promotion through the mass media, carnivals and other activities to remind Hong Kong people that they need to pay attention to their health when playing handheld game consoles. Advices may include that they should avoid playing for long hours, rest their eyes properly, keep an appropriate distance between their eyes and the game screen, and avoid playing in a dimly lit environment. This is to ensure Hong Kong people can enjoy both fun and health when playing handheld game consoles.    





                                     (4 marks)

5. Is mainstream education the only direction for students?

(a) It is because the candidates and parents feared that they themselves or their children would lose the chance of interview and hence fail to get Secondary Six school places if they did not queue outside the secondary schools.     (2 marks)

(b) Free answers. For example, yes, it is because this person has not built up a good academic foundation, it will be difficult for him to catch up with other students who have good foundations even when he can be promoted to the next grade; Or no, it is because nothing is difficult. As long as this person is determined to study hard, there will be a chance to succeed.






 (4 marks)

(c) Free answers. For example, yes, if a student’s public examination result is unsatisfactory, that means it is rather difficult for him/her to achieve success through the mainstream education system. Thus, he/she had better to look for other ways to further his/her studies. He/she may achieve greater success because of receiving more suitable training; Or no, it is because the development of some people’s potential may be relatively slow, or they cannot get good results in public examinations just because of sudden failure. As long as they can fulfill the minimum requirement to further studies in mainstream education system, they should give it a try.










 (8 marks)

(d) Free answers. For example, agree. A prosperous and advanced city should put more emphasis on education and invest a lot of resources on higher education. However, the number of publicly-funded tertiary institutions’ vacancies is much less than the number of students who can fulfill the minimum admission requirements of tertiary institutions in Hong Kong. This situation does not match the level of richness and development of Hong Kong. Or disagree. Going to universities is not the only way for secondary school graduates. There are many other ways provided for Hong Kong secondary graduates to further their studies, in order to meet their different needs. This is what a prosperous and advanced city should be like.











 (5 marks)

(e) Free answers. For example, yes. The rate of people receiving tertiary education is usually high in the most advanced cities around the world. That means these cities have a lot of talented people. Hong Kong would lose when competing with these cities if we get relatively less talented people. Or disagree. A city’s success is not measured by its number of university students. There is no use for a city if the number of categories of talented people cannot match the city’s need. Therefore, Hong Kong’s competitiveness would not be raised because of more people receiving tertiary education.







     (4 marks)
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